Research
Issues in
Contemporary
Education

FALL/WINTER 2021 | Volume 6, Issue 1

A publication of the Louisiana Education Researc h Association




RESEARCH ISSUES IN CONTEMPORARY EDUCATION

Volume 6, Issue 1 FALL/WINTER 2021

Table of Contents

2020 RAYMA HARCHAR OUTSTANDING RESEARCH PAPER

Committed and Engaged: A Mixed Method Phenomenological Study of the

Perceived Roles, Responsibilities, and Contributions of

Professional Support Personnel in Higher EQUCAtion...........cccuoiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeee e 1
Jami S. Rush and Dianne F. Olivier, University of Louisiana at Lafayette

2020 OUTSTANDING GRADUATE RESEARCH PAPER AWARD

Nurturing Creativity: Louisiana Second Grade Teachers’ Perspectives and Practices .........ccceeeevevienerienennnene 26
Stacie Austin, University of Louisiana at Monroe

PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES

Predicting Preservice Mathematics Teachers’ College Academic Achievement...........cccccecveevciieeniieenieeenreeenne, 47
Edwin P. Christmann, Slippery Rock University

Rich Busi, James Madison University

John L. Badgett, Slippery Rock University

An Investigation of Student Enrollment Trends and
De Facto Segregation in Louisiana K-12 Public EQUCAtION ...........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee e 62
Whitney Y. Bourdier and Jerry L. Parker, Southeastern Louisiana University

LERA 2020 ANNUAL MEETING CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS

Solving the Puzzle Together: Making Research Connections for
Successful Education in LOUISIANG .......cc.eeiiiiiiriininieiiietetet ettt sttt 96
Program Chair: Erin Scott-Stewart, Southern University and A&M College

Editor in Chief
Natalie Keefer - University of Louisiana at Lafayette

Editorial Team

Dr. Dustin Hebert, Louisiana Tech University Dr. Letitia Walters, Southeastern Louisiana University
Ms. Allison M. Bernard, University of Louisiana at Lafayette Dr. Jacob Andrew Hall, SUNY Cortland
Dr. Linda Marie Fairchild, University of Louisiana at Lafayette Dr. Adam C. Elder, Southeastern Louisiana University

Dr. Helen Michelle Kreamer, University of Louisiana at Lafayette Dr. Jeremiah Clabough, University of Alabama at Birmingham
Dr. Leigh M. Tolley, University of Louisiana at Lafayette

Ms. Maggi Bienvenu, University of Louisiana at Lafayette

Dr. Tori K Flint, University of Louisiana at Lafayette

Research Issues in Contemporary Education 11 FALL/WINTER 2021 | Volume 6, Issue 1



%4 I .ouisiana
*’g INRESEARCHASSOCIATION

Submission Guidelines for Authors
Research Issues in Contemporary Education (RICE) is a double-blind, peer-reviewed online journal that
publishes educational research studies, literature reviews, theoretical manuscripts, and practitioner-oriented
articles regarding issues in education. Views expressed in all published articles are the views of the author(s), and
publication in RICE does not constitute endorsement. Submission of an article implies that it has not been
published and is not currently under review for publication elsewhere. RICE article submissions must be between
3,000 to 10,000 words, including references, and must follow the most recent edition of the APA Publication
Manual. Authors can submit manuscripts electronically in Microsoft Word at rice@leraweb.net. Please remove
all author identification in the manuscript. Include in the submission a separate cover page with complete author
identification, affiliation, and contact information.
Proposal Guidelines for Guest-Editing a Special Issue
Research Issues in Contemporary Education welcomes proposals for special themed issues on a wide
range of education-related topics. Interested editors or co-editors should submit a proposal with the editor or co-
editor’s contact information and institutional affiliation, a working title for the special issue, a 1-2 page, double-
spaced explanation and rationale for the special issue, and a tentative schedule for publication. RICE article
submissions for special issues must be between 3,000 to 10,000 words, including references, and must follow the
most recent edition of the APA Publication Manual. Editors or co-editors can submit special issue proposals
electronically in Microsoft Word at rice@leraweb.net.

Research Issues in Contemporary Education (RICE) is a refereed publication of the Louisiana Education
Research Association (LERA). It serves to promote the scholarship of educational researchers who initiate and
extend the dialogs about current topics of interest in P-12 and higher education.

The works presented herein, including points of view, research results, interpretations of data, etc., do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of reviewers or editors.

No portion of the contents presented herein may be reproduced in any form without written consent of the
author(s).

@ @@@ RICE is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0
BY NC ND

International License.

Calls for manuscripts will be posted on the LERA Website at http://www.leraweb.net/ojs/index.php/RICE/index

Questions or comments should be directed to the managing editors at RICE@]leraweb.net.
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